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How does the NSW Planning System Rate?

Jurisdictional scorecard 

overview 2024

Scorecard for efficiency 

Efficiency in determining development applications

KPI 1: Average turnaround times for development 

applications valued under $30 million

KPI 2: Average turnaround times for development 

applications valued at over $30 million

KPI 3: Average turnaround time for construction 

approval post-development application

KPI 4: Average time observed for Proponent-initiated 

and planning authority code amendments

KPI 5: Residential building approvals per capita (ABS 

statistics)

Source: Regulation Rumble – An Australian Jurisdictional Planning Scorecard 2024



• NSW, on average, takes longer than 
every other state to assess 

development applications

• Timeframes to assess development 
application for resources projects are 

essential the same as residential 
development applications 
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Comparing development assessment timeframes 

Data source: BCI Central (2024)



4

2
1

2

1
7

8

1
7

8

1
7

7

1
7

6

1
7

3

1
6

6

1
5

1

1
5

0

1
4

8

1
4

3

1
3

9

1
3

6

1
3

3

1
3

2

1
2

3

1
2

0

1
1
8

1
1
7

1
1
3

1
0

7

1
0

3

1
0

2

1
0

1

9
9

9
3

8
9

8
2

6
7

6
5

5
6

5
3

0

50

100

150

200

250

Average Days from Lodgement to Determination for Residential DAs by LGA (2021–2025)

Sydney average: 112



5Assessment times can vary greatly depending on council – from 22 days in Murrumbidgee to 212 days in Georges River.

Days to Determination – Residential DAs
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Despite the number of DAs lodged decreasing, DA assessment times have ballooned out to over 100 days.



789% of residential DAs are <$1 million. Approximately 31% of residential DAs are in the $500-1,500K range (typically single dwellings and missing middle).

Value of Development for Residential DAs (2021 – 2025) in NSW ($)

Mid-range DAs

Single Dwellings and Missing Middle

Larger DAs

Residential Flat Buildings

Smaller DAs

Additions and Alterations
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How do we fast-track the 89%? (Most of these DAs are low-risk—can we process them accordingly?)

What’s a fair and transparent DA timeframe for every council? (Is a 10x disparity in NSW (4X metro)—from 

22 to 212 days—defensible?)

Have we designed our assessment systems for risk, or for delivery? (Are we protecting against poor 

outcomes or just adding layers?)

Can we speed up approvals without abandoning good planning? (Strategic planning is a NSW strength—

why are we walking away from it?)

What kind of planning culture do we want to cultivate? (One that enables outcomes—or one that defends 

process?)
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Where to From Here?
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